
 

The German Program at Apex High School 

Apex is the only high school in Apex and western Cary where German language instruction is offered 
(levels 1 through 5 and AP). Apart from being the most spoken language of the world’s wealthiest economic 
market, the European Union, German is an essential language in technology and science-related fields 
and is an important area of study in many of our state’s universities.  Greater job opportunities and 
higher salaries are available to those who speak German.  It is also fun to learn.  Here are some other 
great benefits of studying German at Apex High School: 

• We have an active German Club that meets on a regular basis.  We have had dinners at local German 
and Turkish restaurants and we arrange fun language and culture-based club activities.  These have 
included German movie days, German board games, German cooking and scavenger hunts. 

• Some of our students attend the annual North Carolina German competition – known as German Day.  
This is an all-day field trip held during normal school hours at one of our state’s university campuses.  In 
the last several years at this event, Apex 
students have won many awards in German 
Day competitions, including state quiz bowl 
and spelling bee championships and earning 
first place in the state speaking contest in 
successive years. 

• German students in levels 2 and higher may 
take the National German Exam administered 
by the American Association of Teachers of 
German (AATG).  This exam has been offered 
for decades, is recognized by the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals 
(NASSP), and is highly regarded by college 
admissions offices.  Those who score above the 90th percentile receive a medal and are eligible to win 
a free study trip to Germany.  Apex High students have been frequent winners of this paid trip and our 
school has had multiple finalists for this award in almost every year of participation.   
 

•    We have an active chapter of Delta Epsilon Phi, the 
National High School German Honors Society.  Special 
scholarship money is also available, including the $1500 
Watts Scholarship, which is awarded annually to one 
exceptional senior student of German in Wake County.  
Apex High students are frequent winners of this award. 

•    Those who choose German at Apex High are also 
choosing to be a member of a family.  They are assured of 
having the same teacher and classmates throughout their 
course of study.  Being familiar with an instructor’s methods 
and requirements and developing long-lasting friendships 
with a tight group of classmates over 2, 3 or 4 years is a 
rare advantage that our students of German enjoy. 

• Last but not least, our own language, English, is also a Germanic language, which makes German 
familiar and fun to learn.  English and German are sister languages, much as Spanish and French are 
sister languages to each other.  Many German words and sounds are similar and one gains a greater 
understanding of the English language by learning German. 

To discover more about German at Apex High School, please visit Herr Maseman’s website at www.maseman.org 

Apex HS German Students at German Day at Elon University

Shuffleboard, another activity sponsored by the 
German teacher, Herr Maseman, is popular among 

German students



Here are some of the top reasons for studying German: 

• To succeed in school.  Students who take German score higher on college acceptance tests (ACT/
SAT) than other students.   

• The Internet.  German is a major language of the Internet.  Only English surpasses German in the 
total number of web pages and articles in massive online repositories such as Wikipedia. 

• To learn about your American heritage.  Almost one out of every four Americans nationwide has 
German or Austrian heritage.  German- and Austrian Americans are the largest ethnic group in 
America today and have made many contributions to our country.  Some of the more famous include 
Levi Strauss, Albert Einstein, Werner von Braun and Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

• To learn the language spoken by over 120 million people.  German is spoken in Germany, 
Switzerland, Austria, Luxembourg and Liechtenstein, as well as parts of other European countries.  
West of Russia, twice as many people speak German in Europe than any other language.  And after 
English, German is the most popular foreign language to learn in Europe.  It is the most popular 
foreign language of study in eastern European schools. 

• To participate in an exchange or travel program.  Many schools are involved in either a travel 
abroad or exchange program.  Such students who learn German can tour places in Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland.  Many Apex High School students have attended study trips in Germany. 

• To get a good job in the United States.   Many American companies are owned by German 
companies.  You may have heard about the Daimler (Mercedes Benz) purchase and re-sale of 
Chrysler or the acquisition of Random House Books by Bertelsmann.  German companies now 
represent the largest source of foreign employment in the United States today.  Most of these firms 
name German as the language they would most like their employees to know.  Recently, Deutsche 
Bank opened a new global technology center in Cary, where the average salary is $88,000 per year!  
(An advantage to landing a high-earning job with a German company in the US: In a survey 
conducted by the German-American Chamber of Commerce, 64.9% of all respondents conducting 
business with Germany "specifically ask for German and English bilingual skills when conducting a 
search for new employees.") 

• To get a job in the global economy.  Germany has the world's fourth largest economy (after the 
USA, China and Japan).  Germany has the largest economic and political influence in Europe.  
Germany has the highest paid workers in the world and was also the leading export nation in the 
world through 2009.  By population of native speakers, German is the 10th most-widely spoken 
language in the world. But when measured in terms of economic impact – that is, by the gross 
national product (GNP) generated by German speakers – it ranks fourth worldwide, after only 
English, Chinese, and Spanish. 

• To be a scientist.  A majority of the world's scientists have come from or have studied in German-
speaking countries.  Many new scientific discoveries happen in German-speaking countries and 
much scientific information is only available in German.  A German scientist recently discovered the 
newest elements on the Periodic Table.  Universities encourage science majors to learn German. 

• To be a great musician.  Most of the western world's famous composers and musicians came from 
German-speaking countries.  Vienna, the capital of Austria, has been a world center of music for 
hundreds of years.  Think of Beethoven, Brahms, Bach, Händel, Mozart, Schubert, Mahler, etc. 

• To work in the tourist industry.  Germans are the most traveled people in the world.  You will find 
German tourists everywhere.  In the US, they are among the most numerous tourists in states such 
as Florida, New York, and California.  Many American tourists go to German speaking countries, 
which are some of the most beautiful countries in the world.  Plus, German is widely spoken 
throughout Europe, including Turkey.



Accumulated*U.S.*Lifetime*Earnings*Bonuses*
(for*those*proficient*in*a*2nd*language,*by*language)*

*

!

Converted!to!dollars,!based!on!2014!average!U.S.!starting!
salary!of!$45,000!per!year!for!college!graduates!
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At Apex High School, everyone 
knows Herr Maseman.

And we mean jeder, even those 
who don’t take one of the 
German courses he’s taught 

there for the past 11 years.

Why’s that? One word: marketing (or, 
Werbung).

“I do have a lot of promotional posters in 
my school that are rather famous,” Paul 
Maseman says.

“We have one, for instance, with a picture 
of Sandra Bullock that says, ‘Sandra Bullock 

HERR OF 
THE CLASS
Paul Maseman employs the magic 
of music, fairy tales and celebrity 
to inspire his German students

speaks German. Do you? Come see Herr 
Maseman in room 705.’”

Of course, that’s just enough to get them 
through the door.

What keeps them there is the myriad ways 
Maseman helps his students immerse 
themselves in the language and culture.

“He requires upper level German students to 
speak German only while in class,” Principal 
Diann Kearney says. “If a visitor enters the 
room, that visitor will be spoken to in German 
– whether the visitor speaks German or 
not! He combines this with other immersive 
practices, like German cooking, music, dances 
and literature that make his classroom an 
engaging, exciting place to learn.”

It was music – classical music and opera, 
specifically – that prompted Maseman to take 
German as a young student in Clearwater, Fla.

Many operas and chorale works are in 
German, so knowing the language allowed 
him to both sing and appreciate this music 
even more.

“I’ll sing opera verses to make grammar 
points in class,” he says. 

“I have a lot of band and chorus kids. They 
are attracted to German like iron filings to a 
magnet.”

Students in advanced classes will watch and 
dissect Wagner operas. 

He also has students create their own fairy 
tales, another tradition with strong German 
roots.

“Kids like mythology,” he says. “That’s 
another hook.”

Maseman offers students many opportunities 
outside the classroom. Those include annual 
trips to Camp Caraway in the foothills of 
North Carolina for a German immersion 
weekend and the German Day competition at 
Wake Forest University.

And the list goes on, Kearney says: “There 
are no shortage of testimonials about Herr 
Maseman!” ■




